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when the fupreme faculties move regularly, the inferior 
paftions and afteflions following, there arifes a ferenity and 
complacency upon the whole foul, infinitely beyond the greateft 
bodily plealures, the higheft quinteJJ'ence and elixir of worldly 
delights. South's Sermons■. 

Quintessential. adj, [from quintejfence. ] Confifting of 

quinteflence. 

Venturous aflertions as would have puzzled the authors to 
have made them good, fpecially confidering that there is no¬ 
thing contrary to the quintejfential matter and circular figure 
of the heavens ; fo neither is there to the light thereof. Hakew. 
QuFntin. n . f. [I know not whence derived ; Minjhew de¬ 
duces it from quintus , Lat. and calls it a game celebrated 
every fifth year; pains quint anus , Lat. Ainf quint aine , Fr.' 
An upright poft, on the top of which a crofs poft turnec 
upon a pin, at one end of the crofs poft was a broad board, 
and at the other a heavy fand bag; the play was to ride 
againft the broad end with a lance, and pafs by before the fand 
bag coming round, fhould ftrike the til ter on the back. 

At quintin he. 

In honour of his bridaltee, 

Hath challeng’d either wide countee ; 

Come cut and long tail, for there be 
Six batchelors as bold as he, 

Adjuting to his company. 

And each one hath his livery. Benj . Johnfon. 

Quintuple, n.f [quintup/us, Lat.] Fivefold. 

In the country, the greateft proportion of mortality, one 
hundred and fifty-fix, is above quintuple unto twenty-eight the 
leaft. Graunt's Bills of Mortality. 

Quip. n.f. [derived, by the etymologifts, from whip.] A 
lharp jeft ; a taunt; a farcafm. 

Notwithstanding all her fudden quips , 

The lead whereof would quell a lover’s hope. 

Yet, fpaniel like, the more fhe fpurns my love, 

The more it grows, and fawneth on her ftill. Shakefp . 

If I fent him word his beard was not well cut, he would 
fend me word, he cut it to pleafe himfelf: this is called the 
quip modeft. * Shakefp. As You Like it. 

Nymph bring with thee 
Jeft and youthful jollity, 
fjuipSy and cranks, and wanton wiles. 

Nods, and becks, and wreathed fmiles. 

To Quip. v. a . To rally with bitter farcafms. 

QUIRE, n.f [choeury Fr. choroy Italian.] 

1. A body of fingers ; a chorus. 

The trees did bud and early blofioms bore. 

And all the quire of birds did fweetly fing, 

And told that garden’s pleafures in their caroling 
Myfelf have lim’d a bufh for her, 

And plac’d a quire of fuch enticing birds. 

That fhe will light to liften to their lays. 

At thy nativity a glorious quire 
Of angels in the fields of Bethlehem fun<r 
To fhepherds watching at their folds by night, 

And told them the Meffiah now was born. 

I may worfhip thee 

For ay, with temples vow’d and virgin quires . 

As in beauty fhe furpafs’d the quire y 
So nobler than the reft was her attire. 

2. The part of the church where the fervice is fang. 

I am all on fire, 

Not all the buckets in a country quire 
Shall quench my rage. 

Some run for buckets to the hallow’d quire. 

Some cut the pipes, and fome the engines play. 

The fox obfcene to gaping tombs retires. 

And wolves with howling fill the facred quires. 

3. [ Cahier , Fr.] A bundle of paper confifting of twenty-four 
fheets. 

To Quire, v. n. [from the noun.] To fing in concert. 
There’s not the fmalleft orb which thou behold’ft, 

But in his motion like an angel fings. 

Still quiring to the young-ey’d cherubims. Shakefp . 

My throat of war be turn’d 
Which quired with my drum, into a pipe 
Small as an eunuch, or the virgin’s voice 
That babies lulls afleep. Shakefp. Coriolanus. 

QuFrister. n. f [from quire.] Chorifter ; one who fings 
in concert, general y in divine fervice. 

'Fhe coy quirijlersy that lodge within, 

Are prodigal of harmony. Thomfon's Spring. 

Quirk, n. f [of this word I can find no rational derivation.] 

1. Quick ftroke ; {harp fit. 

I’ve felt fo many quirks of joy and grief, 

That the firft face of neither on the ftart. 

Can woman me unto’t. 

2, Smart taunt. 

Some kind of men quarrel purpofely on others to tafte their 
valour; belike, this is a man of that quirk. Shakefp . 

I may chance to have fome odd quirks and remnants of wit 
broken on me. Shake/p. 
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Conceits, puns, quirks or quibbles, jefts and repartees 
may agreeably entertain, but have no place in the fearch after 

truth. WMs's Improvement of the Min i 

3. Subtilty ; nicety ; artful diftin&ion. 

Moft fortunately he hath atchiev’d a maid, 

That paragons defeription and wild fame, 

One that excels the quirks of blazoning pens. Shakefp 
Let a lawyer tell them he has fpied fome defe£t in an en¬ 
tail ; how felicitous are they to repair that error, and leave 
nothing to the mercy of a law quirk ? Decay of Biety. 

Ply her with love letters and billets. 

And bait them well for quirks and quillets. Hudibras. 
There are a thoufand quirks to avoid the ftroke of the 

law. ' . L'EJlranges Fables . 

4. Loofe light tune. 

Now the chappel’s filver bell you hear, 

That fummons you to all the pride of pray’r; 

Light quirks of mufick, broken and uneven. Pope. 

To Quit. v. a. part. paff. quit ; pret. I have quit or quitted . 
[quiter , Fr. quitare , Italian; quitar, Spanifh.] 

1. To difeharge an obligation; to make even. 

We will be quit of thine oath, which thou haft made us 

to fwear. . Jof. ii. 20. 

By this a&, old tyrant, 

I fhall be quit with thee ; while I was virtuous, 

I was a ftranger to thy blood, but now 

Sure thou wilt love me for this horrid crime. Denham. 

To John I ow’d great obligation ; 

But John, unhappily, thought fit 
To publifli it to all the nation ; 

Sure John and I are more than quit. Prior. 

2. To fet free. 

Thou art quit from a thoufand calamities; therefore let 
thy joy, which fhould be as great for thy freedom from them, 
as is thy fadnefs when thou feeleft any of them, do the fame 
cure upon thy difeontent. Taylor . 

Henceforth I fly not death, nor would prolong 
Life much : bent rather how I may be quit 
Faireftand eafieft of this cumb’rous charge. Milton. 

To quit you wholly of this fear, you have already looked 
death in the face ; what have you found fo terrible in it. 

Wake . 

3. To carry through ; to difeharge ; to perform. 

Never worthy prince a day did quit 
With greater hazard, and with more renown. Daniel* 

4. To clear himfelf of an affair. 

Samfon hath quit himfelf 
Like Samfon, and heroickly hath finifh’d 
A life heroick, on his enemies 

Fully reveng’d hath left them years of mourning. Milton • 

5. To repay ; to requite. 

He fair the knight faluted, louting low, 

Who fair him quitted , as that courteous was. Fa. fpucen. 

Enkindle all the fparks of nature. 

To quit this horrid a£t. Shakefp. King Lear. 

6. To vacate obligations. 

For our reward, 

All our debts are paid ; dangers of law. 

Actions, decrees, judgments againft us quitted. B. Johnf 

One ftep higher 

Would fet me higheft, and in a moment quit 

The debt immenfe of endlefs gratitude. Milton. 

7. To pay any obligation ; to clear a debt; to be tantamount. 

They both did fail of their purpofe, and got not fo much 
as to quit their charges; becadfe truth, which is the fecretof 
the moft high God, whofe proper handy-work all things are, 
cannot be compaffed with that wit and thofe fenfes which are 
our own. Hooker , b. i. 

Far other plaints, tears and laments 
The time, the place, and our eftates require, 

Think on thy fins, which man’s old foeprefents 
Before that judge that quits each foul his hire. Fairfax. 
Does not the air feed the flame ? and does not the flame 
at the fame time warm and enlighten the air ? and does not 
the earth quit fcores with all the elements in the noble fruits 
that ifliie from it. South's Sermons. 

Still I fhall hear, and never quit the fcore, 

Stunn’d with hoarfe Codrus’ Thefeid o’er and o’er. Dryd. 
Iron works ought to be confined to certain places, where 
there is no conveyance for timber to places of vent, fo as to 
quit the coft of the carriage. Temple's Mifcellanies. 

8. [Contracted from acquit .] To abfolve ; to acquit. 

Nor further feek what their offences be, 

Guiltlefs I quit , guilty I fet them free. Fairfax. 

9. To abandon; to forfake. 

Their father. 

Then old and fond of iflue, took fuch forrow, 

T hat he quit being. Shakefp. Cymbeline. 

Honours are promis'd 

To all will quit ’em ; and rewards propos’d 

Even to flaves that can detect their courfes. Benj . Johnfon. 

t Such 


QUO 

Such variety of arguments only diffract the unclerfianding, 
fuch a fuperficial way of examining is to quit truth for ap¬ 
pearance, only to ferve our vanity. Locke . 

10. To relign ; to give up. 

The prince, renown’d in bounty as in arms. 

With pity faw the ill-conceard diftrefs, 

£>uitted his title to Campafpe’s charms. 

And o*ave the fair one to the friend’s embrace. Prior. 

QuFtchgrass, n.f [cpice, Saxon.] Dog gra is. 

They are the belt corn to grow on grounds fubjedt to 
quitchgrafs or other weeds. Mortimer's Hufbandry. 

Quite, adv. [this is derived, by the etymologifts, from quitte , 
difeharged, free, Fr. which however at firft appearance un¬ 
likely is much favoured by the original ufe of the word, which 
was, in this combination, quite and clean ; that is, with a 
clean riddance: its prefent fignification was gradually intro¬ 
duced.] Completely; perfectly. 

Thofe latter exclude not the former quite and clean as un- 

TT TT j y • 


quo 


Pope , 


neceffary. 


Ho kery b . i. 


He hath fold us, and quite devoured our money. Gen. xxxi. 
If fome foreign ideas will offer themfelves, reject them, 
and hinder them from running away with our thoughts quite 
from the fubjedt in hand. Locke. 

The fame adtions may be aimed at different ends, and arife 
from quite contrary principles. Addifon's Spectator. 

QuiYrent. n.f [quit and rent.] Small rent referved. 

Such a tax would be infenfible, and pafs but as a fmall 
quitreniy which every one would be content to pay towards 
the guard of the feas. Temple's Mifcellanies. 

My old matter, a little before his death, v/ifned him joy 
of the eftate which was falling to him, defiring him only to 
pay the gifts of charity he had left as quitrents upon the 
eftate. Addifon's Spectator , N tt 517. 

Quits, interj. [from quit.] An exclamation ufed when any 
thing is repayed and the parties become even. 

Quittance, n.f. [quitance, Fr.] 

1. Difeharge from a debt or obligation ; an acquitance. 

Now I am rememb’red, he fcorn’d at me ! 

But that’s all one ; omittance is no quittance. Shakefp. 

2. Recompence ; return repayment. 

Mine eyes faw him in bloody ftate, 

Rend’ring faint quittancey wearied and outbreath’d, 

To Henry Monmouth. Shakefp. Henry IV. p. ii. 

Plutus, the god of gold, 

Is but his fteward ; no meed but he repays 
Sevenfold above itfelf; no gift to him 
But breeds the giver a return exceeding 

AI w fe / rfi nce \ Shakefp. Timon of Athens. 

We lhall forget the office of our hand. 

Sooner than quittance of defert and merit. Rhnkefh 

To Quittance. «. [from the noun.] To repay • to re- 
compenfe. A word not ufed. “ ■ 

Embrace me then this opportunity, 

As fitting beft to quittance their deceit. Shakefh 

Qui'tter. n.f ' 

1. A deliverer. - . 

2. Scoria of tin. Mworth 

Quitterbone. n.f Amfvjorth. 

^uhterbone is a hard round {welling upon the coronet, be¬ 
tween the heel and the quarter, and grows moft commonly 
on the infide of the foot. zw ■ , ff j 

QUI VER. „.f [th is „ ord fcems to be c 
*r. or cover. ] A cafe for arrows. ‘ouvnr. 

As Dianne hunted on a day, 

She chanc d to come where Cupid Jay, 

His quiver by his head, ' ? 

One of his fhafts fhe ftole awav. 

And one of hers did clofe convey 
Into the other’s dead ; 

Wuh that love wounded my love’s heart, 

Lut Dianne hearts with Cupid’s dart. Rbenfer 

i S rr M bc , arra f d in white > t^ir arms and 

Les Ud ’ b ° WS 10 thelr hand3 ’ and by their 

rjr Q „ r i- . P each am on Drawing 

Hei founding quiver on her fhouldcr ty’d 

One hand a dart, and one a bow fupnlv’d * D,- r 

Quiver, adj. Nimble; adlive. ‘ ^ ’ Dryden. 

r l here was a little quiver fellow and he 

To ‘qJTner.v r d hc would about and ab ° ut - an K^ 

1 • To quake ; to play with a tremulous motion. 

J he birds chaunt melody on every bufh 

I he green leaves quiver with the coolino- wind <?/W r* 

O'er the pommel cart the knight, ° Shale fi' 

forward he flew, and pitching on his head, 
hc f':f er d Wlth his feet, and lay for dead r, , 

A Y? T ha r a u F1 ' ing his.furiousfoul broke loofe J 
nd left the limbs ftill quivering on the ground ’ /Mrr 
Eurydiee with quiv'ring voief he mourn’d ’ ^ 

And Heber’s banks Eurydiee'return’d. * <r • • 
Dancing fun beams on the waters play’d, J * UVta ' 

. nd verdant alders form’d a quiv’ring (hade. Pofe% 


The dying gales that pant upon the trees, 

The lakes that quiver to the curling breeze. 

2. To fhiver; to fhudder. 

Zelmane would have put to her helping hand, but fhe was 
taken with fuch a quiveringy that fhe thought it more wifdom 
to lean herfelf to a tree and look on. Sidney , b. ii* 

QuFvered. adj. [from quiver.] 
j. Furnifhed with a quiver. 

’Tis chaftity. 

She that has that, is clad in compleat fteel. 

And like a quiver'd nymph with arrows keen. 

May trace huge forefts and unharbour’d heaths. 

Infamous hills, and perilous fandy wilds. Milton. 

2. Sheathed as in a quiver. 

From him whofe quills ftand quivered at his ear. 

To him who notches fticks at Weftminfter. Pope . 

To Quob. v . n . [a low word.] To move as the embrio does 
in the womb ; to move as the heart does when throbbing. 
QfJO'DIABET. n. Jf. [Latin.] A nice point; a fubtilty. 

He who reading on the heart. 

When all his quodlibets of art 
Could not expound its pulfe and heat. 

Swore, he had never felt it beat. Prior. 

QuodlibetaYian. n.f. [quodlibet, Lat.] One who talks or 
difputes on any fubjeft. Di£f. 

Quodlibe'tical. adj. [quodlibety Lat.] Not reftrained to a 
particular fubjeeft : in the fchools thefes or problems, anciently 
propofed to be debated for curiofity or entertainment, were 
fo called. Diff* 

Quoif. n.f. [coeffe, Fr.] 

1. Any cap with which the head is covered. See Coif. 

Hence thou fickly quoif \ 

Thou art a guard too wanton for the head. 

Which princes, flefh’d with conqueft, aim to hit. Shakefp , 

2. The cap of a ferjeant at law. 

To Quoif. v. a . [caeffer , Fr.] To cap ; to drefs with a head- 
drefs. 

She is always quoiffed with the head of an » elephant, to 
fhow that this animal is the breed of that country. Addifon . 

QuoFffure. n. f [i coejfurey Fr.] Head-drefs. 

The lady in the next medal is very particular in her 
quoijfure. Addifon on Ancient Medals. 

Quoil. n.f See Coil. 

Quoin, n.f [ coin, Fr.] 

1. Corner. 

A fudden tempeft from the defert flew 
"With horrid wings, and thundered as it blew. 

Then whirling round, the quoins together ftrook. Sandys . 
Build brick houfes with ftrong and firm quoins or columns 
at each end. Mortimer's Hufbandry* 

2. An inftrument for railing warlike engines. Ainfworth . 

Quoit, n.f [coete, Dutch.] 

1. Something thrown to a great diftance to a certain point. 

He plays at quoits well. . Shakefp. Henry IV. 

V hen he played at quoitSy he was allowed his breeches 
and ftockings. Arhuthnot and Pope. 

2. I he difeus of the ancients is fometimes called in Enafifh 

quoity but improperly; the game of quoits is a game of (kill ; 

the difeus was only a trial of ftrength, as among us to throw 
the hammer. 

To Quoit, v.n. [from the noun.] To throw quoits; to play 
at quoits. Dryden ufes it to throw the difeus. See the noun 
Noble youths for mafterfhip fhould ftrive 

To quoity to run, and fteeds and chariots drive, Drvden 
To Quoit, v. a. To throw. y 

mcfhn.AM d r°T Wn • B f d u ph - like afhove -S roat billing. Shai. 
word AM ' ^ L m '^ Havin S been formerly. A ludicrous 

This is the quondam k ing, let’s feize upon him: Shakefp. 

Vv hat lands and lordfhips for thfcir owner knot# J 
My quondam barber, but his worfhip now. 

Quook. preterite of quake. Obfolete. 

Freely up thofe royal fpoils he took, 
x et at the lion’s fkin he iu\v auook 0* r 

K -J‘ C Latin -J A bench of juftices j fuch a mt 
be r of any officers as is fufficient to do bufinefs. 

1 hey were a parcel of mummers, and being himfelf on- 
MiST '"a" 0wn , co " nlr y> wondered that none o> 
heeR J“ ft,CeS t0 ° k C>te “ ! a / i ,h « m V <he 

Quotation, n.f. [f rom quote.] Addifon. 

1. The acl of quoting ; citation 

" asevM T t , oriiiui,ra,ion - 

writers, cannot doubt how little r 3 i am ‘ ned the citations of 
where the originals are wanting. * the qUOiattom de ' erve , 

Badc e ’d ra hif offin 5 tr ° PeS ’, and Preach ’ d U P P^ience, 

^ aCK d j h g opmion with quotations. * p rig ^ 

To QUOTE*. 


Dryden. 













































